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right moment has arrived, the officiating priest, who is seated
to the north of the altar, welcomes the fire by pouring some
water into a pot (called the pranlta patrd).
A rather elaborate rite with darbha-grass is next performed*
The officiating Brahman (the Acarya) takes in his hand a root
bearing three blades of darbha-grass and plucks out the
middle blade of the three, which he throws away to the north.
He then takes three other loose blades of grass and lays them
across the two still left on the root. Next, he cuts these two
off from the root and puts them into the water-pot, throwing
the three loose ones to the north as an offering to the gods
and saints who dwell in that direction. Then with his right
hand he fills a smaller water-pot three times from the bigger
pot, and transfers it from where it was on the ground at his
right hand to the ground at his left. All this takes about
five minutes, and when it is completed, he purifies the other
pots that are to be used during the ceremony by sprinkling
water on them with two pieces of cut darbha-grass, which he
takes out of the big water-pot.
The rice and clarified butter are next prepared. The rice is
washed three times and put to cook1 in a pot over the fire.
(This pot should be of copper, and if so, after the ceremony is
over, it will be given to the priest; if it be earthen, however,
it will be thrown away.) The Brahman representing Brahma
then puts the butter to warm on the fire. When both the rice
and butter are ready, offerings are made to the fire. First
three pieces of a particular kind of wood called palasa are
thrown into the flames. Water is poured round it, and
clarified butter is poured into it from a wooden spoon. Rice,
clarified butter, and sugar are mixed together, taken between
the thumb and the tips of the second and third fingers 2 and
dropped into the fire. Following this, one thousand offerings
of sesamum seeds mixed with several things, such as butter,
1  In a ^raddha of Kanabis that the writer watched, instead of rice,
wheat was used and mixed uncooked with the five nectars.   The out-
castes, however, use cooked rice and treacle.
2  This position of the fingers is called Mrigi mudra.